
Top Ten ArTs-In-ed progrAms for november

Favorite programs during 2013-14 among Suffolk school districts

Title Artist/Art Organization Website Target Audience

The Speak Life Event All Access Productions Inc. www.allaccessproductions.org 5-12

Bully Busters Broadhollow Players Ltd. www.broadhollow.org 1-4

Theater Production Jeanine A. Ecklund www.broadwayplayers.com 4-8     dba Broadway Entertainment

Animals, Adventure, Alaska! Shelley Gill www.shelleygill.com K-12, Prof Dev.

Hip Pickles – PARP Program Hip Pickles www.hippickles.com K-9

Thanksgiving Show Louis Del Bianco www.findlou.com PreK-6

Starlab Night Sky Educational Services www.nightskyeducational.com K-12

Veterans – Heroes in Valerie Pfundstein  valeriepfundstein@gmail.com K-6    our Neighborhood

Ideas to Build On – Ceramic Workshops Catherine Sparacino cathmandoo@aol.com PreK-12

Stage the Change,  Tilles Center – Long Island University  www.tillescenter.org 9-12, Prof Dev.    – Theatre as a Social Voice

DISTRICT STARS
Here is some of the recent feedback we’ve received for Arts-in-Education and Exploratory Enrichment programs. Your online evaluations are an 
invaluable resource for Eastern Suffolk school districts. Thanks so much to the following ‘district stars’ for sharing their views.

Ancient Egypt: A Multicultural Journey – Michael Harrold 
This is a great introduction to launch the Ancient Egypt unit and motivate students to learn about a new culture. A great experience for the students! 
The visual aids are fantastic! – Grade 6 teacher, Longwood MS, Longwood 
This program made my students excited about the upcoming Social Studies unit on Ancient Egypt. We used this presentation as an “information-
gathering session” to help prepare us for the unit of study. – Grade 6 teacher, Longwood MS, Longwood
Students in Brentwood, Commack, Sachem and Smithtown also experienced this program.

ESBOCES Arts in Education
http://artsined.esboces.org/

Remember to get your Contract Requests 
in at least 4 weeks in advance of the program.
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Spanish Art – Cleveland Museum of Art
This was a great experience for my students. The interaction between the students and the art museum curator was wonderful. The students asked 
really great questions and definitely learned a lot. – Margaret Krone, Spanish teacher, Commack HS, Commack 

Commack HS students also connected with the Cleveland Museum of Art for lessons on “Impressionism” and “Scary Art.”

Unity Mural: Character Education – Imagine That!
This program was a great experience for all the children! They loved hearing Mrs. R’s stories and were so excited about the mural being hung on the 
school wall for years to come! – Signal Hill ES arts-in-education representative, Half Hollow Hills  

Goldilocks and the Three Bears: Goat on a Boat – A Couple of Puppets
TWe do a unit on nursery rhymes and fairy tales. It was wonderful for the children to see a fairy tale performed with puppets. – Encie Peters, 
kindergarten teacher, Amagansett ES, Amagansett 

Liz did an excellent job. The children were entertained and thoroughly enjoyed the program. We’ll definitely have her back next year!  
– Marguerite Bianchi, kindergarten teacher, Amagansett ES, Amagansett

Dance for All – Circle of Dance Repertory Company
This program is great. It correlates perfectly with the rhythm and movement learning standards for physical education. Students love it! I would love 
to see Circle of Dance work with each class three times instead of just one time! – physical education teacher, Sachem

Students in Half Hollow Hills, Hauppauge and South Huntington also experienced this program.

Be a District Star…
and advocate for your Arts-in-Education programs! Your school can be featured in District Stars. Just submit an online evaluation for recent arts-

in-education and exploratory enrichment programs. In addition, we encourage schools to send us a summary paragraph, describing the program’s 

impact on student learning and curriculum connection, and/or a digital photo to Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

Long IsLand arts news

New Arts and Ed Grant: 
Creative Classroom Collaboratives – Creativity – 
Competence & Confidence (C3)2

Eastern Suffolk BOCES has been awarded a second 4-year US Department 
of Education Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination 
grant, Creative Classroom Collaboratives (C3) for $1.763 million.  
The grant’s purpose is to foster 21st century skills for teachers and 
students by encouraging creativity and collaboration utilizing the arts 
in all areas of teaching and learning. ESBOCES will share the tools for 
teaching and learning throughout the New York State and national 
education communities.

In partnership with several teaching artists and cultural organizations, 
arts education consultant Laura Reeder, Program Coordinator Lori Sopp, 
and Metis Associates evaluators, ESBOCES will bring the program and 
residencies to grades 4 - 5 students through their classroom and specialty 
teachers in the Patchogue-Medford and South Huntington school districts. 
The program is linked to the New York State Common Core Learning 
Standards as well as national learning standards. The project will provide 
participating teachers with collaborative planning time to practice and 
model collaborative instructional strategies – including lesson planning 
and co-teaching – and to reflect on and adjust instructional approaches 
over time. Built into the project design is a four-day Summer Institute for 
year one and two three-day Summer Institutes for years two and three, 

along with three peer-to-peer professional development sessions each 
year. The C3 Squared professional development program will thus provide 
teachers with the knowledge, tools, materials, and experience to teach 
arts-integrated lessons as well as find and assess programs delivered by 
arts and cultural institutions that will enhance their teaching practices 
and student learning.

To that end, the project will also give local cultural arts organizations 
a meaningful way to connect with schools by providing training for 
cultural arts providers on the Common Core State Standards and 
potential educational programming, and providing opportunities for the 
development of partnerships between the treatment schools and cultural 
arts providers.

	  



3

natIonaL aIe news

nY state arts news

InternatIonaL arts news

Live Theater Matters
Recent research challenges two popular beliefs: 1) Effective learning 
only takes place in school and 2) Reading and math test scores are the 
only important educational outcomes. Arizona researchers have found 
that when high school students see a live theater performance they 
demonstrate a number of educational benefits not seen among students 
who aren’t exposed to a theater production.

In their study, Jay P. Greene and his colleagues at the University of Arizona 
assigned 670 students, Grade 7-12, to either a group taken to a live 
theater performance (“Hamlet” or “A Christmas Carol”) or a control 
group that stayed in school. Based on surveys taken by both groups, 
the researchers found that the students who experienced a live theater 
production were “more knowledgeable of the plot and vocabulary of the 

plays, more tolerant, and better able to read the emotions of others” than 
the students who stayed in school. In concluding, the researchers stressed: 
“If what’s measured is what matters, then we need to measure more 
outcomes to expand the definition of what matters in education.” To read  
the study in full, visit http://educationnext.org/learning-live-theater/

STEM vs. STEAM: Listen to the Music
Still not convinced that students who receive music instruction perform 
better in math? If so, University of Florida researchers have compiled more 
data for you. Their report includes a study that found students who took 
music appreciation scored 61 points higher on the SAT verbal section and 
42 points higher on the SAT math section than students who didn’t take 
the music course. Need more convincing? Visit http://www.eschoolnews.
com/2014/09/02/stem-vs-steam-093/

Board of Regents Approve New Graduation Pathways
The New York State Board of Regents has approved new regulations 
that will give students a variety of options for meeting the State’s high 
school graduation requirements. The new regulations establish multiple, 
equally rigorous pathways to graduation, including pathways in Career 
and Technical Education (CTE); Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM); the Arts; Biliteracy (languages other than English); 

and the Humanities. According to Regents Chancellor Merryl H. Tisch, 
the new regulations are designed to increase the state’s percentage of 
students graduating (currently 74.9%), increase the percentage of high 
school graduates who are prepared for college and careers (currently 
37.2 %), and increase the number of students prepared for success in the 
21st century economy. To read the full report, visit http://www.nysed.
gov/press/MultiplePathways

Planning a Trip to the Art Museum?  
Don’t Forget Your Tablet
British school educators and museum educators recently collaborated on 
a project using tablets during art museum field trips. The collaboration 
resulted in a number of resources – short films, podcasts, PDF documents 
and a gallery of student work – showing how to effectively utilize tablets 
at the museum.

Why use tablets on art museum field trips? According to Adrian Brooks, 
Joint Museums Art Education Officer, tablets enable students to “record, 
analyze, organize, harvest and save information quickly – maximizing 
the time in the museum.” To read additional tablet benefits as well as 
access the many related resources, visit www.ashmolean.org/education/
dsketchbooks/

Student-focused development will center on integrating the 21st century 
learning through the arts and Common Core and other learning standards 
for preparation for attendance at a professional performance or museum 
experience. Students will dance, sing, act, write and develop artwork 
based on their own creative learning. They will expand on their own 
critical thinking and interpretive abilities, utilizing skills that transfer to 
all subject areas.

As the project develops, a web-based “toolkit” comprised of model 
lessons, assessment tools and protocols, images, and video clips will be 
publicly accessible via the Eastern Suffolk BOCES website.

Eastern Suffolk BOCES thanks our Long Island Congressmen Steve Israel 
and Tim Bishop, as well as Senators Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand 
for their support for this project. For more information, please contact:   
Carol Brown, Project Director at cbrown@esboces.org.

suffoLk arts news (continued)

arts advocacY

ArtScan: Your Source for State-to-State Arts Ed Policies
What if there was a clearinghouse of state policies supporting education 
in and through the arts from all 50 states and the District of Columbia? 
Well, there is and it’s called ArtScan. ArtScan, a project developed by the 
Arts Education Partnership, not only provides excerpts of important state 
policies, but also offers information on state-level arts education surveys 
and descriptive education indicators.

The resource allows arts advocates to:
  • Capture state legislation, surveys and indicators
  • Create customized comparison reports
  • Compare policies across the country

To start using this valuable advocacy resource, visit www.ashmolean.org/
education/dsketchbooks/
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Program ProfILe

A Day of Challenges
Rocky Point High School students recently participated in “Challenge Day,” 
a character education program presented by a group with the same name.  
The mission of “Challenge Day” is to demonstrate “the possibility of love and 

connection through 
the celebration of 
diversity, truth and 
full expression” for 
students (Grades 
7-12) and their 
communit ies. The 
6.5-hour experiential 
program strives to 
go beyond most 

anti-bullying programs by encouraging empathy and a “movement of 
compassion and positive change.” ESBOCES Arts-in-Education received 
highly-enthusiastic feedback about “Challenge Day” from the Rocky Point 
HS staff. Here’s a sample of what was written:

“This program was absolutely amazing. I truly felt our student body left the 
program feeling changed in some way, shape or form. I think every student 
should experience a program/assembly like this at least once in their school 
career.” ~ teacher

“This program helped to empower students who have felt alone or different 
within our school community. The students who do not have major concerns 
or issues felt a positive impact from this experience as well. They were able 
to see how lucky they are and feel empathy for others who are less fortunate. 
This directly correlates to my curriculum because the attitudes and behaviors 
that students bring to the classroom can make or break any lesson. I work 
with special education students and feel this program would be a wonderful 
experience for all of them since they have all had struggles in one way or 
another in their lives. This was an awesome experience even for me. I loved 
being a part of ‘Challenge Day’ and feel it gave me more skills for handling 
these aspects in my classroom. The presenters were awesome!” ~ teacher

“Students have a better appreciate and compassion for their peers. Students 
have a better understanding of the impact their actions have on others in 
their community. Students are able to see their commonalities.” ~ librarian

“The students became more aware of the issues their classmates face. They 
focused on how to create a caring culture, free from bullying in our school.” 
~ assistant principal

“The student seemed to love what Challenge Day had to offer and 
the message it sent. They all left feeling connected, empowered and 
humbled. I thought the program was extremely valuable and well 
received by students and staff alike. I loved participating in this program. 
It was a great experience personally as well as professionally. It was 
powerful to see the students come together and share their experiences.”  
~ school secretary

“This amazing program gets to the heart of real life issues for teenagers. It 
allows them to feel safe, to share and to experience the activities, which look 
to promote an understanding of self and others as well as overall tolerance.” 
~ school social worker

“’Challenge Day’ was an amazing experience. Each student who participated 
in the program took something very important away. I heard students 
verbalize how aware they now are of people and themselves. Many students 
who I spoke to wanted to share the differences they experienced and make a 
difference. I think every student should experience a program/assembly like 
this once in their school career.” ~ teacher

To learn more, visit www.challengeday.org

Longhouse Reserve
By Theresa Dunnells
Last summer ES BOCES Arts-in-Education invited SCALA Executive Board 
members to visit the Longhouse Reserve in East Hampton. Those of us who 
attended immediately recognized the incredible opportunity this jewel of a 
site offers art educators and artists. We quickly petitioned Dr. Diana Cook, 
Director or Fine Arts for Middle Country CSD, to schedule her Superintendent’s 
Conference Day event for her visual arts staff at Longhouse. Dr. Cook agreed 
and on Tuesday, November 4th, the entire visual arts staff traveled to the 
magical and inspiring site.

Selena Rothwell, Longhouse’s education chairperson, and docent Barbara 
Imperiale met us when we arrived. Within moments of taking in the sights 

and sounds, we were 
immersed in the 
ethereal ambiance. 
We glanced at 
one another with 
brewing excitement 
and began engaging 
with the sculptures 
collectively. From the 
lines of Dale Chiluly 
and the perspectives 
of the Red Garden 

to the organic riches of de Kooning’s Place, discussions abounded. We 
considered how each piece could inspire not just us, but our students as well.

As we discovered connections to our grade levels and curriculums, our 
cameras captured the moments, images and ideas. The experience was 
motivating and reawakening. We were inspired to reconnect with what 
makes our discipline so unique, namely, the desire to create, to ingest and 
reflect upon the beauty we see in life, and to share this vision with those 
around us. If such an incredible place could instill such enthusiasm in us, 
imagine what it could stir within our students!

Longhouse Reserve is a hidden treasure that should be experienced by 
all. Regardless of the season, there is reason for teachers and students 
to visit. In the spring, for instance, students can participate in the  
Student Annual, a juried exhibition of artwork influenced by students’ 
experiences at the Reserve.

SCALA intends to work 
with Ms. Rothwell to plan a 
Member’s Pilgrimage in the 
near future. If your district is 
a SCALA member, your visual 
arts teachers are invited 
to join us. If your district is 
not a member, we hope you 
will consider joining us. We 
are committed to enriching 
our members with quality 
professional development. 
Longhouse Reserve is just that! To learn more about the Reserve, visit http://
www.longhouse.org/

Ms. Dunnells is the President of the Suffolk County Art Leaders Association 
(SCALA) and art teacher in Selden Middle School, Middle Country Schools.
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Editors
Susan Neale      Diane Bloxon      Carol Brown 

www.esboces.org/AIE

Please submit articles and items of interest  
to Carol Brown: cbrown@esboces.org

631-286-6989  (voice)
631-286-6991  (fax)

WEB VIEWS

Quote of Month

“The great aim of education is not knowledge but action.”
– Herbert Spencer

edItorIaL staff:

mark Your caLendar…
November 21.   Stage the Change. Student Theatre Conference. Tilles Center for the Performing Arts.  theatredept@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

March 27.   Long Island Media Arts Show. Five Towns College.  http://artsined.esboces.org

April 30.   LI Student Shakespeare Festival. Deer Park Schools. Jeff Dailey.  daileyj@deerparkschools.org

May.   Conference for Kids. Suffolk Community College Riverhead Campus.  http://artsined.esboces.org

PROJECT-BASED TEACHING: DOES IT WORK?
In a recent article entitled “The Importance of Project-Based Teaching,” John R. Mergendoller reviews the history of this century-old educational 
strategy. He quotes various views on the learning method, including those of Heard Kilpatrick, who wrote the first essay on “The Project Method,” 
and John Dewey as well as more recent theorists. To read this quick overview, visit http://bie.org/blog/the_importance_of_project_based_teaching

MUSIC AS A WRITING TOOL
An ELA teacher explains how he uses music to inspire ‘creative, deep, and original writing’ among his students. “Words alone are powerful,” 
according to teacher Nathan Gavin, “but when combined with the right music, students are able to connect with them on a deeper level.” Among 
the songs Mr. Gavin uses in class are “Whales and Wasps” by Alice in Chains and “Mount Modern” by Dad Rocks! To learn more, visit http://www.
eschoolnews.com/2014/09/24/music-student-writing-329/?ps=220746-0013000000j16kB-0033000000qiCcU

STUDYING ANIMALS VIRTUALLY
Scientists aren’t the only ones using virtual cameras to get up close and personal with animals. Visitors to the Aquarium of Boise (Idaho) can 
control a mini-submarine for a closer look at marine animals in the tanks. The technology is also being used by 13 animal shelters across 
the country. Virtual visitors can interact with sheltered animals by controlling robotic toys over the Internet. To read more, visit http://www.
eschoolnews.com/2014/09/29/virtual-trip-aquarium-090/?ps=220746-0013000000j16kB-0033000000qiCcU

CALL FOR REVIEWS OF RESIDENCY PROGRAMS

Residencies offer some of the most valuable Arts-in-Education experiences, giving students ongoing, sustained learning with artists and 
specialists in the arts fields. To honor the value of residencies, ESBOCES Arts-in-Ed will highlight these types of experiences in this monthly 
newsletter. Please send us a few paragraphs, photos (if available, and always w/ releases, please) to help us herald the residencies you are 

offering your students. Email Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org
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Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment, or candidate for enrollment on the basis of sex, gender, 
race, color, religion or creed, age, weight, national origin, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, domestic violence victim status, 
genetic predisposition or carrier status, or any other classification protected by Federal, State, or local law.  Eastern Suffolk BOCES also provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  Inquiries regarding the implementation of applicable laws should be directed to either of the Eastern 
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3029, ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org; or the Associate Superintendent for Educational Services, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631 687-3056, 
ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org.  Inquiries may also be addressed to the Office for Civil Rights at the US Department of Education, 32 Old Slip, 26th Floor, New 
York, NY  10005, 646-428-3800, OCR.NewYork@ed.gov.
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